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Waynesville High 
School students 
hosted Tiger Culture 
Night on Jan. 29 
before the varsity 
game against 
St. Louis Christian 
Academy.
Jasmyn Moore, a 
WHS freshman, 
helped organize 
the event and 
serves on the 
district’s Diversity 
Committee. 
Tiger Culture 
Night participants 
included middle 
school and high 
school students, 
Special Olympians 
and Fort Leonard 
Wood International 
Military Students. 
More photos appear 
on page 2. 

The Waynesville R-VI School District 
has achieved a 97.5% on the State of 
Missouri’s Annual Performance Report 
– tying the highest record set in 2016 
and up slightly from last year’s score 
of 95.7%.  The state released the report 
today, Feb. 1, which represents 2018’s 
data. 

“I want to congratulate our students 
and staff members who worked hard 
every single day to make this possible,” 
said Paul Shultz II, president of the 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education. 
“Missouri standards are not easy, but 
every day our teachers are transforming 
students who say, ‘I can’t do it,’ to ones 
who say, ‘I did it!’” 

Waynesville achieves a 97.5% APR score 
The breakdown in APR scores, which 

are based on student MAP (Missouri 
Assessment Program) scores and other 
data, is as follows: 

Academic Achievement:      100%
Subgroup Achievement:        95%
College and Career Ready: 91.7%
Attendance:                          100%
Graduation Rate:                  100%

“We’re especially pleased with the 
areas where we have made notable 
progress – the data shows that students 
who have been with us for the past five 
years are making academic gains and 

Continued on page 2



our subgroup performance is above state average,” 
said Dr. Trish Adkins, assistant superintendent of 
instructional services.  

The subgroup includes special education, low-
income, minority groups and English Language 
Learners.

“Tying our record score is good news; however, 
based on our strong performance, we are no longer 
eligible to receive ‘hold harmless’ points in the 
future. This means that next year is very important 
for our ongoing growth and there are no safety 
nets, if there was a year of poor performance. 
We are among the first group of schools to lose 
hold-harmless and all schools will lose this 
opportunity after next year,” said Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent. “Starting this year, we will face an 
even greater challenge 
to achieve this level of 
success, so I want to 
temper expectations 
because we have an 
important year ahead 
of us and the military 
has high expectations 
for schools that educate 
soldiers’ kids. I’m 
happy about our APR 
score, but I also want 
to acknowledge that we 
have work to do.”

“Hold harmless” has 
served as a safety net for 
schools, allowing districts to 
use previous year’s scores when the current year’s 
scores are lower. It was allowed because Missouri 
has experienced four new tests in five years, due 
to changes in legislation and learning standards. 
Moving forward, year-over-year comparisons will 
be possible, and trends can be established.

“We did not use ‘hold harmless’ this year and 
scored enough points through student growth in 
achievement that we did not need it,” Adkins said. 

Missouri teachers and other stakeholders 
developed the Missouri Learning Standards that 
were adopted in spring 2016. The new standards set 
a higher bar, which is reflected in more challenging, 
teacher-developed state assessments. In the long 
term, achievement is expected to increase. 

APR scores help determine student performance 
across a district and are intended to evaluate the 
effectiveness of education programs, measure 
progress toward improvement goals, and summarize 
learning progress and achievement.  

Waynesville’s APR score from the past years are 
as follows: 82.1% in 2013; 92.9% in 2014; 96.8% in 
2015; 97.5% in 2016; 95.7% in 2017 and 97.5% in 
2018.
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Tiger fans 
sampled  a 
variety of 
food from 
different 
countries 
during Tiger 
Culture Night 
at WHS on 
Jan. 29.



JROTC hosts drill meet at WHS for 23 teams
The Waynesville JROTC Tiger Battalion hosted its fifth annual drill competition 

with Army, Air Force and Marine JROTC teams competing on Saturday, Jan. 26. 
The meet featured 23 teams from 18 high schools in Missouri, Kansas, Illinois 

and Indiana.  
“The event went extremely 

well due to the great support 
of the many agencies and 
people that supported us,” said 
Col. (Ret) Charles Williams, 
JROTC senior Army instructor. 

The judges were drill 
sergeants and Joint Service 
instructors from Fort Leonard 
Wood.

CSM James Breckenridge, 
Command Sergeant Major, 
Maneuver Support Center and 
Fort Leonard Wood, was on hand for the awards ceremony to 
make comments and hand out the trophies to the winning teams.  

The overall event champion was Ozark Missouri High School. 

Due to a scoring mistake at the Ozark Drill Meet, members 
of the Waynesville Tiger Battalion’s Unarmed Exhibition 
Team did not receive their trophy; however, Chief Warrant 
Officer 3 Allen presented it to them on Jan. 26 after the 
competition.Photos by Andrea Smith, Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs

The Waynesville High School debate team brought home 
trophies from the Central High School competition, one of 
the toughest tournaments of the year. 

In the photo, Pedro Rodriguez, left, takes home 4th out 
of 54 debaters at his second ever competition in Novice 
Lincoln-Douglas debate. Zoie Franciso, center, is the 
champion in Varsity Lincoln-Douglas debate, beating 
out 107 competitors. Ben Whitten, right, wins his second 
trophy, taking home 4th place in Novice Lincoln-Douglas 
debate.

Debaters bring home trophies; 
Francisco is champion



Molly Handley was 
named Courtwarming 
Queen and Jesse 
Whitaker was named 
Courtwarming King 
on Friday, Jan. 18, 
before the varsity 
boys basketball 
game. Court members 
included Deonte 
Garland, Cameron 
Cavalier, Dalton 
Klieber, Krystal Ferrer, 
Sapree Waters, Bryce 
Pearson, Mackenzie 
Luley, Cristian Cuevas, 
Gracie O’Donnell, Isaac 
Swanson, Shantanecia 
Bean and Autumn 
Whirley.

The Waynesville R-VI School District will offer a bullying 
prevention session for parents from 5 to 6 p.m. on the following 
dates at the following locations:

 
Feb. 5  -          Partridge Elementary Library 
March 5    -    Freedom Elementary Library
March 26  -    Waynesville High School  

All parents and their students in Pre-K through 12th grades 
are welcome to attend any one of the above sessions, regardless 
of the school their child attends. The same information will be 
delivered during each session.  

Parents will learn the answers to these questions and 
more: What can you do as a parent to help stop bullying? Is 
your child a bully, a victim, a bystander or an UPstander? 
How do you know? What’s the difference between conflict and 
bullying? Where can you go to report bullying? Where can you 
learn more? You’ve heard a lot of about cyber bullying, but did 
you know there are “hidden” sites that are popular with teens?  

District to host bullying 
prevention sessions on 
Feb. 5, March 5 and 26

Did you also know that there are ways to read every message 
your child sends or posts through their phone – even on the 
“hidden” sites? 

Bullying prevention is the first topic to be addressed in the 
district’s PRIDE program, which stands for positivity, respect, 
individualism, development and education. 

Cheerleaders and Rhythm Nation 
performed during Courtwarming. 



Clockwise starting top left, Tahja Stewart goes up for a shot during the 
Jan. 29 boys varsity basketball game. Cheerleaders and fans shouted to 
the 787th Military Police Battalion, “We’ve got spirit, yes we do; we’ve 
got spirit, how about you?” The WHS boys basketball team and Special 
Olympians joined together before the game. Special Olympians played 
prior to the boys varsity basketball game. Following the game, Carson 
Cavalier signed autographs for the traveling Showtime basketball team. 
St. Louis Christian won over the Tigers, 77 -67.



Future Cheerleaders performed before 
the Waynesville High School girls varsity 
basketball game on Jan. 31. 

The Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education participated in a board 
development workshop facilitated 
by the Missouri School Boards’ 
Association on Jan. 25. The workshop 
emphasized the important role board 
members play and how effective 
boards operate to improve student 
achievement. 

The training stressed the importance 
of establishing and reviewing district 
policies, involving the community in 
the district’s Comprehensive School 
Improvement Planning process, 
conducting the annual superintendent 
evaluation, providing budget oversight 
and other topics related to effective 
board governance. 

The Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education recognizes the value of 
ongoing professional development to 
improve outcomes for students. 

Based on research, this is one of a 

Board members attend state workshop

Pictured in front are Member Charles Quinn, Vice President Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, 
Member Janet Crider, Treasurer Dan Deering; and on the back row, President Paul 
Shultz II, Secretary Butch O’Riley, Member Mike Keeling, Superintendent Dr. Brian 
Henry and FLW Command Representative William Wasil.

series of workshops designed to equip 
local school board members with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to 
function as effective education leaders 
in their communities. 

The Missouri School Boards’ 
Association is a private, not-for-profit 
organization that exists to help school 
boards succeed.



Waynesville High School senior girls basketball players were recognized 
on Thursday, Jan. 31. The seniors are Tia Poinsette, Victoria Perry, Amaya 
Wright, Anuhea Makanani and Aubree Derr. Scenes from the girls game are 
below. 

The tentative last day of school for 
the Waynesville R-VI School District is 
Thursday, May 23, 2019.  As of Jan. 30, 
2019, the district has used two inclement 
weather days during the 2018-19 school 
year. The following dates are built into the 
calendar as remaining inclement weather 
days:  May 24, 28, 29, 30 and 31; April 19 
and 22; and Feb. 18.

The district’s school year calendar at a 
glance is here.

The district maintains an online 
calendar with major events at https://
www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
Page/2#calendar1/20190130/month. 
The instructions for having this calendar 
automatically feed into your phone calendar 
are at https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/
site/Default.aspx?PageID=2&PageType=20
&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=1.

 In addition, each school maintains its own 
calendar online. 

Waynesville High School will host Military 
Appreciation Night on Friday, Feb. 8, 
during the boys basketball games. Photo 
by Jodi Jones

Tentative last 
day is May 23

https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO01910216/Centricity/Domain/4/2018-19%20School%20Calendar%20Marianne.pdf


10
0 

da
ys

Happy 100th Day of School! Thayer Elementary kindergarten and first grade students dressed up as their future 100 
year-old selves and shuffled slowly in a parade through the halls. Even the teachers got in on the act! 

For the 100th day of school, first 
graders in Cara Kelly’s class at 
Partridge Elementary wanted to 
do a community outreach project, 
so after brainstorming, they came 
up with the idea to do a food 
drive to benefit Waynesville R-VI 
School District’s Snack in a Pack, 
a program that provides food to 
students in need. The goal was to 
collect 100 non-perishable food 
items, but the students surpassed 
their goal and collected 203 non-
perishable food items. 

Members of the 7th and 8th grade girls basketball teams were recognized during the WHS girls varsity game on Jan. 31. 
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The Great Warrior Workout started 
bright and early before school at 
Waynesville High School on Thursday, 
Jan. 31. Starting at 6:15 a.m. members 
of the 3-10th Infantry Battalion from 
Fort Leonard Wood joined more than 
80 athletes for a workout. The 3-10th, 
which serves as one of the Partners 
in Education with WHS, also provided 
motivational words of encouragement 
to the students. Photos by Cory Ace

Thayer Elementary staff members begin each Monday and Friday with music to welcome their students. 


